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CONFIDENTIAL ATHENS 7962 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR GR UK 

SUBJECT: VIEWS OF SENIOR MFA OFFICIAL ON THE VISIT OF PRIME 
MINISTER CARAMANLIS TO LONDON 

REF: ATHENS 7891 

1. AMBASSADOR MIGLIARESSIS, MFA DIRECTOR FOR WEST EUROPEAN 
AND AMERICAN AFFAIRS, WHO ACCOMPANIED THE GREEK PRIME 
MINISTER ON HIS VISIT TO LONDON LAST WEEK, TOLD US OCTOBER 15 
THAT THE GREEK SIDE, AND PM CARAMANLIS IN PARTICULAR, WAS 
ESPECIALLY PLEASED WITH THE RESULTS OF THE TRIP. IN FACT, 
MIGLIARESSIS SAID, THE LONDON TRIP WAS MUCH MORE SUCCESSFUL 
THAN ANY OF THE OTHER VISITS TO EUROPEAN CAPITALS BECAUSE 
THE RESULTS FROM THE VISITS TO OTHER CAPITALS WERE 

PRETTY MUCH AS EXPECTED WHEREAS THE BRITISH HAD RESPONDED 
IN A MUCH MORE FORTHCOMING MANNER THAN THE GREEKS THOUGHT 
POSSIBLE. 

2. ACCORDING TO MIGLIARESSIS, THIS VERY POSITIVE BRITISH 
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POSITION WAS DELIBERATELY UNDERPLAYED IN THE COMMUNIQUE IN 
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ORDER NOT TO WEAKEN THE UK'S INFLUENCE IN ANKARA. FOR 
EXAMPLE, MIGLIARESSIS SAID, AT THE REQUEST OF THE BRITISH 
THE ORIGINAL LANGUAGE ON CYPRUS PROPOSED BY THE GREEKS 
IN THE COMMUNIQUE, WHICH MADE REFERENCE TO TAKING INTO 
ACCOUNT POPULATION PERCENTAGES IN CALCULATING ANY TERRITORIAL 
DELIMITATION, WAS CHANGED TO "TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THE NEEDS 
OF THE TWO COMMUNITIES." 

3. MIGLIARESSIS SAID THAT A DEFINITE PLUS FROM THE TRIP WAS 

THE GENERAL IMPROVEMENT IN GREEK BRITISH BILATERAL RELATIONS. 

IN ADDITION WILSON AND CARAMANLIS HAD HIT IT OFF EXTREMELY 
WELL AND WILSON WAS QUITE EFFUSIVE IN HIS REMARKS OF PRAISE 
FOR THE GREEK PRIME MINISTER. MIGLIARESSIS SAID THAT 
GREEK MEMBERSHIP IN THE EC AND CYPRUS WERE THE PRINCIPAL 
SUBSTANTIVE SUBJECTS DISCUSSED. THE QUESTION OF GREECE'S 
RELATIONS WITH NATO DID NOT COME UP NOR DID THE BRITISH 
ATTEMPT TO EXERT ANY INFLUENCE ON GREECE IN THIS RESPECT. 

4. ON EC ENTRY, WILSON STRESSED TO THE GREEKS THAT IT 
WAS IMPORTANT FOR THE GOG TO PREPARE THE GREEK PUBLIC 
NOT TO EXPECT QUICK NEGOTIATIONS LEADING TO EARLY 
MEMBERSHIP. THE VERY NATURE OF THE COMMUNITY WAS SUCH 
THAT JUST AS MUCH AS NEGOTIATING, IF NOT MORE, WOULD HAVE 
TO TAKE PLACE AMONG THE NINE AS BETWEEN THE NINE AND GREECE 
AND THIS WAS INEVITABLY A SLOW AND LONG PROCESS, AS THE 
BRITISH HAD LEARNED FROM THEIR OWN ENTRY NEGOTIATIONS. 
MOREOVER, THE BRITISH POINTED OUT THAT GREEK ENTRY WOULD 
CREATE SPECIFIC BILATERAL PROBLEMS, PRIMARILY IN AGRICULTURE, 
SUCH AS ON WINE WITH FRANCE AND ITALY. THIS WOULD FURTHER 
COMPLICATE AND PROLONG THE NEGOTIATIONS. NEVERTHELESS, THE 
BRITISH INDICATED THEIR FULL SUPPORT FOR GREEK ENTRY, 

ACCORDING TO MIGLIARESSIS, AND PROMISED TO DO ALL THEY COULD 
IN THIS RESPECT. ALTHOUGH LESS PRECISE IN EXPRESSING 

BRITISH SUPPORT FOR THE GREEKS IN CONNECTION WITH THE SECOND 
FINANCIAL PROTOCOL, THE BRITISH INDICATED ON THIS ISSUE AS 
WELL THAT THEY WOULD BE AS HELPFUL AS THEY COULD. 

5. MIGLIARESSIS CLAIMED THAT THE BRITISH WERE MUCH MORE 
FORTHCOMING IN SUPPORT OF GREECE'S POSITION ON CYPRUS THAN 
EITHER THE COMMUNIQUE OR PRESS REPORTS INDICATED. IN VIEW 
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OF THEIR POSITION AS A GUARANTOR POWER, HOWEVER, AND 
THE FACT THAT AN INDICATION TO THE CONTRARY WOULD 
PREJUDICE THEIR ABILITY TO EXERT ANY INFLUENCE ON 
ANKARA, THE BRITISH HAD TO LEAVE THE PUBLIC IMPRESSION 
THAT THEY WERE SOMEWHAT RESERVED ON THE QUESTION OF 
CYPRUS. IN PRIVATE, HOWEVER, THEY HAD ASSURED THE GREEKS 
OF THEIR FULL RECOGNITION THAT THE GREEKS WERE RIGHT IN 
THEIR POSITION ON CYPRUS. MOREOVER, MIGLIARESSIS SAID THAT 
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WILSON EXPRESSED BRITISH ADMIRATION FOR THE MODERATION 
WHICH CARAMANLIS AND THE GOG HAD SHOWN ON THE CYPRUS ISSUE. 

MIGLIARESSIS CONFIRMED THAT THE BRITISH HAD COMMITTED 
THEMSELVES TO AN EARLY APPROACH IN ANKARA IN SUPPORT OF 
RESUMPTION OF THE INTERCOMMUNAL TALKS (AND IN FACT THE GREEK 
PRESS ON OCTOBER 15 CARRIED REPORTS OUT OF ANKARA THAT THE 
BRITISH AMBASSADOR HAD MADE A DEMARCHE TO THE TURKISH 
FOREING MINISTER ALONG THESE LINES). 

STEARNS 
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